
MAY 2018 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING 
May 8, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.   

Joy Lutheran Church Basement 
 
Present:  JoAnn Hansen, Sara Elmstrand, Iva Lou Fluegel, Jody Dobe, Gerri Westerberg, Carol Sabin, Jan Elder, 
Gretchen Beecroft, Mary Avre, Laurie Hoheisel, Marilyn Benting, Pat Magaard, Carol Gibson, Elaine Belsheim 
 
Elaine led the Bible Study, “Prayer Gives My Life Balance” from the LWML Spring Quarterly. 
President Sara opened the business meeting. 
The secretary’s minutes were approved as read. 
The treasurer’s report showed a balance of $2,587.66 in the Women of Joy general fund. The kitchen fund has 
$6,136.20. This includes the recent bake sale profits of $218.70.   
 

Old business:                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Sara thanked everyone for their help with the Spring Rum River Zone Rally. It was a very successful day with 50 people 
in attendance. Sara was also thanked for all her organizational work. The Fall Rally will be held at Emmanuel in Elk 
River. 
 

New business: 
Our summer excursion will be Monday, June 11th to Coon Rapids where we will pack meals for the “Feed My Chil-
dren” program followed by lunch at Olive Garden. We will meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. with departure by 8:15 a.m. 
and arrive at 401 93rd Ave. NW in Coon Rapids to begin with orientation followed by packing of meals from 9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. No jewelry is allowed and shoes must be closed toe. If you are over the age of 18 and interested in helping, 
please let Sara know or sign up on a sheet that will be posted by the secretary’s office. They have asked if we might 
donate funds to cover the cost of the food  90% of the funds they receive cover the cost of food and shipping with only 
10% going toward administrative costs. Each meal costs approximately 25 cents and each person packing meals pre-
pares about 50 meals during this time span. A motion was made by Carol and seconded by JoAnn that we donate 
$250.00 to the “Feed my Children” program.  MMSC. 
The MN North 28th biennial LWML Convention will be held in Bemidji on June 18th-20th. The theme is “Forever Writ-
ten in His Hands”. We can send a delegate but must have an alternate in case the 1st delegate is unable to attend. No 
one volunteered to attend.  Our regional vice president, Carla Patton, had asked if our group could sew some breast 
cancer pillows for the convention. Iva Lou explained how the pillows were made. Mary, Marilyn, Iva Lou and Pat volun-
teered to make pillows from materials we have stored in the parsonage. Deadline for making the pillows would be June 
11th. 
In the past we had given mission money to the LAMP project. Since we are no longer funding this project, it was sug-
gested that we might support CALMS (Central American Lutheran Mission Society). Pastor Gillard is director of CALMS 
and he and his family had just given a presentation at our Spring Rally at Joy. Laurie made a motion that we give 
$75.00 quarterly to CALMS in support of Pastor Gillard. Jan seconded the motion. MMSC. 
Iva Lou updated the group regarding the building project at Joy. The remodeling project will include packing up the 
kitchen with hopefully adequate notice. She expressed disappointment with the type of dishwasher that was shown in 
the plans. She asked if someone would be willing to go with her to the restaurant supply store in Princeton to see if we 
could get estimates of cost and measurements of sizes that might better serve our kitchen needs. Carol volunteered to 
help. 
We will have another bake sale June 3rd. It will be a “potluck” sale. Bake your favorite items to bring to the sale. 
The meeting closed with general prayers, the Lord’s Prayer, and offerings for MITES and the Women of Joy general 
fund. 
Thank you to Pat and Carol for serving refreshments and to Elaine for leading the Bible Study. 
Next scheduled meeting: Tuesday, September 11th at 9:20 a.m.  Refreshments: Diane A. and Gretchen B. 

LCMS MEMBERS PLAY KEY ROLE IN PASSING IOWA FETAL HEARTBEAT BILL 

On May 4, Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds signed the Iowa fetal heartbeat bill. Previously in Iowa, most abortions 
were permitted up to 20 weeks of pregnancy. Now, with some exceptions, they will be prohibited once a heart-
beat is detectable by ultrasound, usually around six weeks of pregnancy. 
As she signed the bill, Reynolds was flanked by supporters of the legislation, including Kim Laube, director of 
Life Ministries at Iowa’s Lutheran Family Service (LFS), a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. LFS was one of the founding members of Iowa’s Coalition of Pro-Life Leaders, a 
group that proved immensely important to the passage of the bill. District Life Coordinators (DLCs) of the 
LCMS Iowa West and Iowa East Districts also played a role.  
Working together with district presidents across the LCMS, DLCs help to focus and coordinate efforts to protect 
lives from conception to natural death. In Iowa, that meant encouraging congregations to pray for and reach 
out to their legislators. It also meant helping identify Lutheran members of the state legislature. In all, they 
found that seven senators and two state representatives are members of LCMS congregations in Iowa. 
“We began work at LFS in 2016,” said Laube, “to bring together the LCMS caucus to let them know they are 
supported by their church, uplift them in prayer and encourage their focus on life issues concerning to the 
church, such as abortion and physician-assisted suicide.” 
Iowa’s two districts coordinated efforts to hold a statewide “Kingdom of the Left Sunday” to catechize their 
members on the gift of godly rulers and the Christian’s duty to pray for and encourage them. Both Iowa District 
West President Rev. Steve Turner and Iowa District East President Rev. Brian Saunders modeled this work by 
personally traveling to Des Moines, the state capital, to bring legislators God’s Word and pray with them. 
LFS Executive Director Rev. Max Phillips said, “This Iowa success has many players, all directed by God’s 
hand. This really has been a multi-year effort and one that we have built farther each session and in the sum-
mer recess.” 
Legislators were also strengthened by notes of encouragement and visits to the Capitol. Laube said, “We felt it 
was necessary to establish something visible so we could come together at the rallies and recognize our 
LCMS pastors … congregation members … and … caucus. Green ribbons, a symbol for life … along with the 
‘precious feet’ pins [were] given to all who attended the events at the Capitol.” 
Sen. Jason Schultz was grateful to see Christian citizens, particularly members of the LCMS, come out to sup-
port the bill. “The courage that it gave those who didn’t run on this issue,” he said, “was instrumental in the 
passage of the bill. In the last couple of years, there is an entirely new environment at the state capital, and 
legislators are emboldened.” 
Pro-abortion groups have already filed suit to prevent the heartbeat bill from going into effect on July 1. Antici-
pating this, Governor Reynolds has pledged, “I am not going to back down from who I am or what I believe in.” 
She has accepted the offer of the Thomas More Society to defend the law at no cost to Iowa’s taxpayers. 
In another LCMS angle on this story, Martin Cannon — a member of St. Paul Lutheran in Council Bluffs and 
one of the most prominent civil rights lawyers in the country — works for the Thomas More Society and has 
successfully defended over 40 cases revolving around abortion laws. Cannon likely will be involved in defend-
ing the Iowa fetal heartbeat bill. 
Reflecting on the work of the Iowa Legislature, LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison said, “This is a 
monumentally important piece of legislation for Iowa and for the protection of the unborn child. I especially 
thank our wonderful LCMS folks who serve in the Iowa House and Senate for their work to pass this legislation 
and Gov. Reynolds for signing it into law. The world will be changed by all the precious lives that have been 
saved by their efforts. To God be the glory!” 
 
Author: The Rev. Jonathan G. Lange is pastor of Our Saviour Lutheran Church, Evanston, Wyo., and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Kemmerer, Wyo. 


