
JANUARY 2018 WOMEN OF JOY MEETING 
January 9, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.  Joy Lutheran Church Basement 

 
 
Present:  Sara Elmstrand, Jody Dobe, Diane Althoff, Elaine Belsheim, Harriett Groth, Gerri Westerberg,  
Iva Lou Fluegel, Laurie Hoheisel, Marilyn Benting, Konnie O’Neil, JoAnn Hansen, Carol Gibson 
 
Elaine led the Bible Study, “Serve the Lord with Gladness” from the Fall LWML Quarterly. 
 
President Sara opened the business meeting. 
 
The secretary’s minutes were accepted as written. 
 
The treasurer’s report show a balance of $3,401.55 as of today. $250.00 has been sent to the LCMS Disaster Fund.  
$541.00 was collected in ticket sales for the Advent Brunch. $102 was collected for the Advent supper and $360.00+ 
was contributed toward purchasing items to be made into Health Kits for the Lutheran World Relief Disaster Fund. 
 
Old business:  
-The family of Rose Puhl has suggested they would like to donate tablecloths to the church in her memory.  Our rec-
ommendations have been passed on to them  More information will be forth coming. 
-Sara thanked the group for their efforts in making the Advent supper and brunch successful. She in turn was 
thanked for all her organization and efforts. 
-We served morning coffee and treats for the circuit pastors on December 12th. It went well. 
 
New business:  
-Joy is scheduled to host the Spring Rally on Saturday, April 28th. The planning meeting will be held January 
20th at 10:00 a.m. in the church basement to decide on a theme and speaker. The seven societies in our area will 
meet here to do the initial planning. It was decided to purchase bakery items for the refreshments. After the meeting, 
members of the Women of Joy will stay and put together the health kits for Lutheran World Relief. Sara and Marilyn 
will go on a shopping trip to purchase items for the kits with the money that was donated. Sara asked for suggestions 
for a speaker. A new member of Joy was suggested as a potential speaker since he is with the CALMS mission 
(Central American Lutheran Mission Society). More discussion and planning will take place next month. 
-Our next bake sale will take place on Sunday, February 4th (Super Bowl Sunday). Bring treats that are easy to put 
on a tray or snack on. 
-Ash Wednesday falls on February 14th this year. The Women of Joy will serve the 1st Lenten Supper that evening 
at 5:30 p.m.  We will serve casseroles, breads, salads and dessert. A sign-up sheet was passed around. 
-Konnie made a motion to donate $200.00 towards the cost of Path to Home Dinners for the year 2018. Jody second-
ed the motion. MMSC. It would be expected that the Path to Home Coordinator would submit any bills for food (that 
are above and beyond what has been contributed by church members) to our treasurer for reimbursement. 
 
The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer and offering for MITES and the Women of Joy general fund. 
Thank you to Sara for hosting and Elaine for leading the Bible Study. 
Next meeting: Tuesday, February 13th.  Hostess: Iva Lou Fluegel 

 

SYNOD JOINS COURT BRIEF TO PROTECT PREGNANCY CENTERS  
FROM MANDATED ABORTION ADVERTISING 

By Roger Drinnon 
The LCMS has joined an amicus brief in a case bound for the U.S. Supreme Court to halt a California law 
requiring pro-life pregnancy centers to provide free advertising for the abortion industry. 
 

The Synod is among 22 states, 144 members of Congress and numerous other organizations that have filed 
amicus (friend-of-the-court) briefs with the U.S. Supreme Court in National Institute of Family and Life Advo-
cates (NIFLA) v. Becerra, according to Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF). ADF attorneys are representing 
the pregnancy center network NIFLA and two of its centers. 
 

“As the many briefs filed in this case affirm, no one should be forced to provide free advertising for the abor-
tion industry — least of all pro-life pregnancy centers,” said ADF President, CEO and General Counsel Mi-
chael Farris in an ADF press release. “Government-compelled expression strikes at the very heart of consti-
tutionally protected liberties.” 
 

Farris will argue the case before the high court on behalf of NIFLA and the two centers. 
At issue is whether the disclosures required by the California Reproductive FACT Act, AB 775, violate the 
protections set forth in the Free Speech Clause of the First Amendment, applicable to the States through the 
Fourteenth Amendment. 
 

According to ADF’s case details, the California law compels pro-life pregnancy care centers to provide free 
advertising for the abortion industry by requiring licensed medical centers that offer free, pro-life care for 
pregnant women to post a disclosure saying that California provides free or low-cost abortion and contracep-
tion services. 
 

The mandated disclosure must also include a phone number for a county office that refers women to 
Planned Parenthood and other abortion providers. 
 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit upheld a federal district judge’s decision to allow the law to re-
main in effect while the legal challenge proceeds. ADF attorneys are asking the Supreme Court to reverse 
that ruling, halt the law and affirm that compelling the centers to provide advertising contrary to their core 
mission is a violation of their constitutionally protected freedoms. 
 

From Christian bakers to judges to florists who seek to live consistently with their faith in their vocations, reli-
gious liberty advocacy organizations like ADF are increasingly involved in high-profile Supreme Court cases, 
since Christians face continued encroachments from a heavily secularized American culture that some now 
refer to as “post-Christian America.” 
 

In addition to advocates like ADF, Lutherans can look for a voice in the public square as the nascent Luther-
an Center for Religious Liberty (LCRL) establishes a foothold in the nation’s capital.  
 
“Issues like this — where repugnant ideologies are being forced upon people who respectfully disagree — 
these are precisely the reasons why the LCRL is in Washington, D.C., advocating for our First Amendment 
rights to be God’s people, reflecting His voice in the public square for all,” said the Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, 
LCRL executive director. 

http://www.adflegal.org/detailspages/press-release-details/broad-support-against-forcing-pro-life-centers-to-advertise-for-abortion
http://www.adflegal.org/detailspages/case-details/national-institute-of-family-and-life-advocates-v.-harris

